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trews. And there were young officers, who as Bimbashi and El
Kimakan, commanded Sudanese battalions, with whom I used
to stay and who were my envy,

Being a good draughtsman I was entrusted with the survey
of the banks of the Nile between Khartoum and Shcndi, This
month in the desert, with our camels, camping amid the green
patchwork of tiny villages, bathing in the pools of the Nile, with
long marches by day through mimosa scrub and over stony
deserts, I remember as one of the most attractive periods of my
life, The camp at Shabluka Cataract amid scenery of matchless
grandeur, beneath Gcbcl Royanc, a mountain whose precipitous
cliiBi descended to the cataract, was supremely attractive, And
in this trek I escaped from the barrack quarters of civilization
which, through the call of the desert, I had begun to loathe,
This hatred was increased because my stuffy room was infested
with tarantula spiders as large as a man's hand, which would
drop on to my bare skin as I lay in bed, or scurry up and down
the walls and over the floor whilst I pursued them with a polo
stick or tennis racket, Infinitely did I prefer the warm sand and
the jabbering!) of men inured to the simplicities of simple agri-
culture to the sports, club life, alcohol, and aiia-dinner absurdities
of regimental lite,